164                        SHORT STORIES
sir",   said Ramanna,   " what   is there in that?
A man like that and a keep like this are not bound
to each  other.     What   should  prevent   them?
That fellow went his way and our Sowcar has
resumed his patronage of the woman.55     How
much of the thing that Ramanna said is true and
not true I do not know.    Some at least of what
he said must be inference.    How should this man
hear in such detail the words that passed between
the cook and his master ? On the whole, however,
I should say that his story was true in outline.
Because the Amildar had done him some harm he
should have  exaggerated  the  details   here   and
there.    It is quite common for such men to do
this.    I then said to Ramanna :    " If the things
you have said are true they would be derogatory
to the very office of Subedar."     " Oh, sir ",. said
Ramanna,    " it would not be right to say that.
If one officer is bad why should  the  office be
condemned?    There is a constable.    He behaves
properly and gains a reputation for being a good
man.    There is a Collector who lives meanly and
gets a bad name.     What has the office got to do
with the name ? It is a man's ways that make him
good or bad."     I said:  "So you have not had
another Amildar like this in your taluk ? "   " The
men we have had," said Ramanna,  " in recent
years   are   new   people.      A  man  of the   old